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IMPLICATIONS OF ONGOING MIGRANT CRISIS IN EUROPE 
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INTRODUCTION 
The ongoing mass migration from conflict zones in the Middle East to the shores of 

Europe has created a humanitarian crisis like no other. However, according to some analysts, 
it is not just a refugee crisis; it is the first mass, trans-regional transit flight. Regardless of how 
it is described, the real question is what are the implications of such an exodus on Europe? By 
far, the biggest implication will be that on the economy of the European nations who have 
taken in the refugees not to mention the impact on the European society as a whole. The crisis 
will certainly impact the decision making process of the leaders of European Union and 
politics will be highly influenced.  

According to UNHCR, some 150,000 Syrian refugees have taken asylum in European 
Union largely in Germany. Although many European nations have rolled out the red carpet of 
the refugees, the sheer number of the people coming in will drastically change the social 
fabric of the societies in the countries where the migrants settle. Europe now faces its biggest 
humanitarian challenge to date and it will be interesting to notice how it is dealt with? What 
are the most drastic of implications? And what kind of decisions will be taken to deal with 
these implications? 
 
Economic Implications 

Europe’s fragile economy already dealing with the indebted Greece has to face larger 
problem which could spiral out of control if not checked. Perhaps this is the reason that 
certain European countries are cautious in taking in refugees and there have emergency 
meeting of the European Parliament since the crisis began. There are three main short term 
economic impacts the host nations will have to face, that is: 

 Migrants lead to increases in social sector spending. Host countries must house, and 
sometimes educate, refugees until they become productive members of the local economy. 

 Migrants alter the local labor market. Skilled refugees compete with local workers for jobs 
and may end up displacing them, which may result in a temporary increase in unemployment 
numbers. The labor markets of host economies may become flexible, with migrant workers 
taking jobs that locals shun. Conversely, in the case of countries with aging populations, 
migration may increase the number of working-age members in an economy. 

 Refugees increase aggregate demand. New migrants represent potential markets for new 
services. They can revive and resuscitate host economies, leading to increases in real income 
and GDP for their host countries as native workers and professionals migrate to new forms 
and types of work. 

Initially, there was fear that the heavy influx of migrants will alter the working hierarchy 
in the host nations but the effects of migration can have a positive effect on native workers’ 
wages. Economists generally agree that immigration is most good for a country. The term 
“immigration surplus” refers to the positive effect immigration by creating new demand for 
goods and services, which in turn encourages employers to hire more people. And if migrants 
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replace incumbent workers, even though wages are lowered, goods and services are produced 
more cheaply. 
 
Socio-Political Impacts 

It remains yet to be seen what effect the migrants will have on the society and politics of 
their host countries but a general assessment can be made from an observer’s point of view. 
Initially, the influx will create a diverse, multi-ethnic society and culture. These include 
restaurants, coffee houses, fashion, music and other sociological aspects. However, as the 
large numbers of migrants are from Middle East and are majority of Muslim faith; this has 
created a false sense of hostility amongst certain states as to whether the fleeing Muslims have 
backgrounds related to extremist activities and whether or not such migrants will radicalize 
European societies. This concern can be understood as the sheer flood of people will create 
housing problems leading to ethnic slums being created, where resources are few and 
conflicts eventually emerge. Conflicts between migrants and host societies also occur as a 
result of clash of ideologies and culture which further leads to cultural alienation amongst 
younger migrant population; particularly in the second generation. 

The leadership, in such circumstances, has to take bold decisions but politics also suffer 
due to mass exodus. Radical parties’ rally and demand legislation against migrants. Hate 
groups start hate crimes and harassment of the refugees. Discrimination occurs in almost all 
areas of life. Such drastic measures have to be monitored and regulated by the political 
leadership of the host country because the migrants have now become their responsibility and 
any negative attitude or behavior towards them, reflects poorly on the government and its 
credibility.  
 
Conclusion 

With the migration still taking place, it remains to be seen how far reaching the 
implication will truly be for Europe and how Europeans as whole and each country 
individually tackle this large humanitarian crisis. It is difficult to assess now whether this 
problem will be solved or not and whether or not the migrants and refugees will fully 
integrate themselves in the societies that so kindly welcomed them in. Perhaps, Europe will 
become even more prosperous or perhaps the migrants will rip and shred the entire fabric of 
European integration.  

It is also difficult to fathom what Europe might look like once this crisis is over or 
averted. Will the policies of the EU help the migrants assimilate themselves within the 
working of the society or will it push them towards bitterness and hostility. There are many 
questions arising from this crisis, each question more diverse than the last and unique with 
every passing day. It remains to be seen what are the true implications of this crisis on Europe 
and to a further extent, the world?  
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